
Palma Sola Presbyterian Church of Bradenton, FL 
Pastor:  Rev. India C. Dennis 

  

6510 Third Avenue West, Bradenton, FL  34209 
Office:  (941) 792-3141    Fax:  (941) 794-6545 

Website:   pspchurch.org     Email:  palmasolachurch@verizon.net 

My dear Palma Solans!  

As I pondered what to write in this MAY  article, I thought of a delightful book 
that Iõm slowly making my way through. Entitled Mercy and Melons, it was 
written by one of my classmates at Princeton, Lisa Nichols. In her 26 
reflections, Lisa prays the alphabet by associating a theological concept and a 
concrete object in her life; hence, for òM,ó she connects MERCY (theological 
concept) with MELONS (concrete object). Itõs a rich, thought-provoking (and 
prayer -provoking) book! While mulling over her process of word associations, 

a thought came to me: MAY  as in òMAY  the Lord bless and keep youéó 

That little English word MAY  introduces some of the most powerful 
benedictory prayers in the New Testament. During the month of MAY , you 

might want to pray these MAY prayers for yourself and for this congregation!  

MAY the God who gives endurance and encouragement give [us] the same 
attitude of mind  toward each other that Christ Jesus had,  so that with one 
mind and one voice [we] may glorify  the God and Father  of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. (Romans 15:5 -6) 

MAY the Lord make [our] love increase and overflow for each other  and for 
everyone elseé. May he strengthen [our] hearts so that [we] will be 
blameless  and holy in the presence of our God and Father  when our Lord 

Jesus comes  with all his holy ones. (1 Thessalonians 3:12 -13) 

MAY the Lord of peace  himself give you peace at all times and in every way. 

The Lord be with all of you. (2 Thessalonians 3:16)  

MAY the God of peace,  who through the blood of the eternal covenant  brought 
back from the dead  our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,  equip 
you with everything good for doing his will,  and may he work in us  what is 
pleasing to him,  through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

Amen. (Hebrews 13:20 -21) 

And MAY our last month together be filled with joy and love!  

Indy  
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Sermon Series: Matthewõs Gospel 
As we move into May, we continue in a little -known season of the 

Church called òThe GREAT FIFTY DAYS,ó referring to the 50 DAYS 

between Easter and Pentecost (50 th). These GREAT FIFTY DAYS are a 

time of celebration of the resurrected Christ and focus especially on his 

post -resurrection appearances and teachings to his disciples. For that 

reason, we will continue our journey through Matthewõs Gospel, 

focusing on Jesusõ last encounter with the disciples, where he gives 

them what has come to be known as THE GREAT COMMISSION!  

5/5/2019: Matthew 28:1 -10, 16-19a:   FOLLOW ME: Our Calling 

5/12/2019: Matthew 28:1 -10, 16-20a:  FOLLOW ME: Our Mission 

5/19/2019: Matthew 28:1 -10, 16-20a:  FOLLOW ME: Our Field 

5/26/2019: Matthew 28:16 -20:  FOLLOW ME: Our Companion 

 

 

Invite your friends and family and join in on the fun! 

If your last name begins with: 
AñR: Sides, Vegetables or Salads    SñZ: Desserts 

PLEASE BRING A DISH... 

Sunday, May 5th, 
following our Worship Service. 

CALL THE OFFICE                
TO SIGN UP!! 
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We thank Rich Wachunis                
for sharing this award his 

Kairos group received. 
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We had  such a great time meeting our pen pals 

this year.  The kids enjoyed the program so much 

and coming to the church for the finale is an 

awesome culminating activity.  I do not have any 

suggestions to make it better.  We are not 

expecting return pen pal letters. 

Hope you have a wonderful summer and thank you 

for helping out with the program this year. 
 

Laura Ingram  

2nd Grade Teacher 
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